St. Maximus Catechism Class 2010 Handout
Introductory Lecture 2: The Church & Jesus Christ
Matthew 16:13-20 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say
that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.
He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him,
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven. Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus
the Christ.
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed on Christ: And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true
God; begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father; by whom all things were made.
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man. And was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of the Father.
And He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead; of His kingdom
there shall be no end.
John 14:8-14 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. Jesus
saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the
Father. Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I
speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the
works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the
very works' sake. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I
do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my
Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
John 14:5-7 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and
how can we know the way? Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should
have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen
him.
John 17:3 “And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.”
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John 3:14-21And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the
condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to
the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
Romans 5:8 “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.
I Corinthians 1:18-25 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but
unto us which are saved it is the power of God. For it is written, I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is
the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made
foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; But
unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the
wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of
God is stronger than men.
Philippians 2:5-11 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men. And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
I John 2:22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that
denieth the Father and the Son.
I John 4:2-3 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye
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have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.
II John 7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
I John 5:12 He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God hath
not life.
John 14:6 I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father
but by Me.
John 14:21 He that hath My commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
me...”

Preaching of Jesus as Christ and Son of God by the ApostlesActs
2:22-37; Acts 3:12-26; Acts 4:8-12; Acts 5:17-32; Acts 8:34-35;
Acts 9:19-20; Acts 10:34-43; Acts 13:14-41; Acts 16:25-33; Acts
17:22-32
“To be Orthodox means to have the God-man constantly in your soul, to live in Him,
think in Him, feel in Him, act in Him. In other words, to be Orthodox means to be a
Christ-bearer and a Spirit-bearer. A man attains this when, in the body of Christ—the
Church—his whole being is filled with the God-man Christ from top to bottom. For this
reason, the Orthodox man ‘is hidden with Christ in God.’” (Col 3:1-3) St. Justin Popovich
“The God Man”
Colossians 3:1-4 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
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