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Bullet in for Sunday, January 20 th,  2019 
 

 
 
 
 

January 20th Sunday tone 1 Ven. Euthymius 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
6:00 p.m. Festal Vigil for St. Maximus, Confession 

 

January 21st Monday St. Maximus 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
11:30 a.m. Talk on St. Maximus by Mark Tarpley 

 

January 23rd Wednesday  
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
7:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

January 24th Thursday St. Xenia of St. Petersburg 
6:00 a.m. Matins 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

January 25th Friday 
3:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 
7:00 p.m. Class: Basics of Orthodox 202: Prayer 4 
 

January 26th Saturday  
5:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 

 

January 27th Sunday tone 2 New Martyrs of Russia 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
6:00 p.m. Festal Vigil for St. Maximus, Confession 
 

 
 

St. Ignatius Brianchaninov on Prayer 
 

 

At first, we must force ourselves to pray. Soon prayer beings to afford 
consolation, and this consolation lightens the coercion and encourages us 
to force ourselves. But we need to force ourselves to pray throughout our 
life, and few, indeed, are [those] who, on account of the abundant 
consolation of grace, never need to force themselves. 

Prayer acts murderously on our old man, the unregenerate self or 
nature. As long as it is alive in us, it opposes prayer like death. Fallen 
spirits, knowing the power of prayer and its beneficial effect, endeavor by 
all possible means to divert us from it, prompting us to use the time 
assigned to prayer for other occupations; or else they try to annul it and 
profane it with mundane distractions and sinful inattention, by producing 
at the time a prayer of countless swarm of earthly thoughts, sinful day-
dreams and reveries, imaginings and fantasies. 
  



Announcements for January 20 th 
 

To Our Visitors: Welcome! Please join us after the service for 
coffee, food, and conversation. If you would, fill out a visitor’s card 
for us and leave it in the basket on the table by the door. We also 
invite you to go first with the priest through the line at Coffee Hour. 
 

To All: Please be aware that Holy Communion is open only to 
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves for worthy 
participation in the Mystery through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
confession to a priest (within the last month or so).  
 

The Special Offering this week is our new seminary fund. 
Approved by the council, this fund, which we hope to make work 
like an endowment, will help seminarians pay the cost of their 
education so that they do not begin their ministries deeply in debt. 
We have likely seminarians in preparation, so we want to be ready. 
 

House Blessings: With Theophany comes the yearly North 
American custom of blessing houses. If you would like your house 
blessed, put your name on sign-up sheet in the hall. Father will 
schedule a time with you. 
 

Team One is cleaning today, last names A through Davis. 
 

Classes this Week:  
Sunday at the bell during coffee hour, Basics of Orthodoxy 102 
Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. St Maxims 400 Chapters on Love 
Friday, 7:00 p.m. Basics of Orthodox 202 on Prayer 

 

The Feast of St. Maximus is tomorrow! We shall celebrate it 
with a Festal Vigil at 6:00 p.m. today and Divine Liturgy tomorrow 
at 9:00 a.m. (a holiday for many). Mark Tarpley will speak about the 
reconciliation of male and female in Christ after Liturgy on 
Monday. 

 

Building Fund Watch 
“Establish Thou this holy house, even unto the consummation of the age.” 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
Building fund balance: $199,320.63 (year end 2019). 
New goal: $225,000 by Pascha. We need to raise $500,000 before we 
start building per the current plan. 
 

Where to Give: All tithes and offerings that do not go in the 
basket during Liturgy should go in the slot in the candle table along 
with all candle money, and offerings for temple oil, wine, and 
commemorations. The basket on the candle table will be used for 
commemoration books and small amounts of cash from which 
change may be made. 
 

Parents, please remind your children not to play in or run through 
the parking lot for their safety and the peace of mind of our drivers. 
 

Contribution Letters for 2018 have been prepared by our faithful 
treasurer Jordan Boris Rovny for you. Please look for yours and take 
it home. It will sum up all your identified donations to St. Maximus 
during 2018. Please see Jordan if you have any questions. 
 

Tithes, Offerings & Attendance: Bringing our tithes and 
offerings to the temple of God is part of our worship of God and 
supports our efforts to proclaim the fullness of the Gospel of Christ 
in Denton through the establishment of a permanent Orthodox 
parish and new missions in Denton County and north Texas. 
Checks should be made out to St. Maximus Orthodox Church and 
placed in the slot in the candle table (or in the basket passed during 
service). Alms may be placed in the box above the candle table. 
 
 

Last week, we gave $2565.05 in tithes and offerings; so far this 
month, we have given $5922.15; our monthly budget is $15,112; (the 
money received above budget goes to the building fund). Candles 
$95, Special Offering for Prison Ministry $185, New Icons $140. 
Attendance last week: Vigil 52: Sunday Liturgy 129, Thurs Liturgy 38. 
∫ 

Children Needing Kleenex: If your child has a runny nose, 
please bring an adequate supply for him to church or provide him 
with a pocket handkerchief. Regular pilgrimages out of Liturgy to 
the candle table to get Kleenex have been observed—this should 
not be happening. Please preempt it for the good of all. Also: if your 
baby or toddler has a runny nose, please wipe it well before 
presenting the child at the chalice for Holy Communion. 
 

Please Pray for our catechumens Donna Lange, Jonathan Kidd, 
Katelyn Davis, Chris Day, and the Heitzenrater family: John, 
Christina, Madeleine, Margaret, Aemelia, John “William”, Isabella, 
Mary Elizabeth, Thomas, Charles, Charlotte; for Esteban Lopez, 
Brian, Adrienne, and Hannah Freas; for our inquirers the Dean 
family, Robert Peterson, Colby and Rebekah Meals and their 
children, David & Anita Charpie and their children, for Robert 
Osborne; for the nun Susannah. Pray for Joseph and Olga Fincher.  

 

From Saint  Maximus 400 Chapters on Love 
 

4.87 When the demons see that we scorn the things of this world in 
order not to hate men on account of such things, and so to fall away 
from love, then they incite slanders against us. In this way they 
hope that, unable to contain our resentment, we will be provoked 
into hating those who slander us. 
4.88 Nothing pains the soul more than slander, whether directed 
against one’s faith or one’s manner of life. No one can be indifferent 
to it except those who like Susanna have their eyes firmly fixed on 
God (cf. Sus. verse 35). For only God has the power to rescue from 



peril, as He rescued her, to convince men of the truth, as He did in 
her case, and to encourage the soul with hope. 
4.89 To the extent that you pray with all your soul for the person 
who slanders you, God will make the truth known to those who 
have been scandalized by the slander. 
 

Troparia and Kontakia for January 20 th 

 

Resurrectional Troparion, tone 1 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews / and the soldiers were guarding 
Thine immaculate body, / Thou didst rise on the third day, O Saviour, / 
granting life to the world. / The powers of heaven, therefore cried to Thee, O 
Giver of life: / Glory to the Resurrection, O Christ! / Glory to Thy Kingdom! / 
Glory to Thy dispensation, O only Lover of man. 
 

St. Maximus, Troparion, tone 3 
By an outpouring of the Holy Spirit / thou didst pour forth Christ’s sacred teachings, / 
thou didst expound with Divine authority / the self-emptying of God the Word / and 
wast radiant in thy confession of the True Faith:/ O, Glorious Father Maximus / pray to 
Christ our God / to grant us His great mercy. 
 

St. Euthymius, Troparion, tone 4 
Rejoice, O desert who hast not given birth! / Be of good cheer, O thou who 
hast not felt the pangs of travail! / For the man of spiritual desires hath 
multiplied children for thee, / planting them with piety / and nurturing them 
with abstinence / unto the perfection of the virtues. // Through the 
supplications of Euthymius, O Christ God, bring peace to our life. 
 

Resurrectional Kontakion, tone 1 
Thou hast risen from the grave as God in glory / and Thou didst raise the 
world with Thee, / and human nature hymneth Thee as God, / and death hath 
vanished. / Adam exulteth, O Master, / and Eve, delivered from her bondage, 
now rejoiceth, crying: / Thou, O Christ, / art He who granteth to all the 
Resurrection! 
 

St. Maximus, Kontakion, tone 6 
The thrice-radiant Light which abode in thy soul / showed thee to be a chosen 
vessel / revealing divine things to the ends of the earth, / O blessed Maximus, 
who givest utterance to concepts hard to grasp, / and manifestly proclaimest 
unto all // the transcendent and unoriginate Trinity. 
 

Venerable Euthymius, Kontakion, tone 8 
Creation found joy in thine honored nativity / and in thy divine memory, O 
venerable one, / receiving the goodly cheer of thy many miracles. // Give 
richly of them to our souls and wash away the defilement of our sins that we 
may chant: Alleluia! 

 

 “It is not he who begins well who is perfect. It is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” St. Basil the Great 


