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Bullet in for Sunday, June 16 th,  2019 
 

 
 
 

June 16th Sunday Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Noon: Basics of Orthodoxy 103 
2:00 p.m. Vespers with Kneeling Prayers 
 

June 17th Monday Day of the Holy Spirit 
6:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

June 18th Tuesday  
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
5:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

June 19th Wednesday Fast-Free 
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
7:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

June 20th Thursday 
6:00 a.m. Matins 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
5:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 
 

June 21st Friday Fast-Free 
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
5:00 p.m. Vespers 
6:00 p.m. Parish Cookout and Game Night 
 

June 22nd Saturday 
5:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 

 

June 23rd Sunday Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Noon: Basics of Orthodoxy 103 
 

 
 

St. Diodochus: 100 Chapters on Spiritual Knowledge & Discrimination  
 

76. Some have imagined that both grace and sin - that is, the spirit of truth 
and the spirit of error - are hidden at the same time in the intellect of the 
baptized. As a result, they say, one of these two spirits urges the intellect 
to good, the other to evil. But from Holy Scripture and through the 
intellect's own insight I have come to understand things differently. Before 
holy baptism, grace encourages the soul towards good from the outside, 
while Satan lurks in its depths, trying to block all the (continued on back)  



Announcements for June 16th 
 

To Our Visitors: Welcome! Please join us after the service for 
coffee, food, and conversation. If you would, fill out a visitor’s card 
for us and leave it in the basket on the candle table by the door. We 
also invite you to go first through the line at Coffee Hour. 
 

To All: Please be aware that Holy Communion is open only to 
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves for worthy 
participation in the Mystery through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
confession to a priest (within the last month or so).  
 

Temple Wine offered for the health and salvation of Ireland and 
in memory of the newly-departed Joyce. 
 

The Special Offering this week is for SS Peter & Paul in Salt 
Lake City—they have a matching pledge of up to $250,000, they’ve 
raised $160k; they have until the end of the month to raise the 
other $90k to be matched to build a new church in Mormon 
territory. Let’s help them! 
 

Pentecost: today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost and resume 
using the prayer “O Heavenly King” and doing prostrations. We 
keep the feast this week by not fasting. 
 

Cookout & Game Night: We shall take advantage of the fast-free 
Friday this week to have a cookout and game night at 6:00 after 
Vespers at 5:00. Bring food to cook or already cook, drinks, a 
friend, a capacity for fellowship and fun, and your instruments. 
 

Vacation: Fr. Justin will be on vacation with his family June 24 to 
July 19. We plan to have priests in to substitute on the weekends 
and will continue with some measure of reader’s services during the 
week. Confession should be available on Saturday nights 
 

Classes this Week:  
Sunday at the bell during coffee hour, Basics of Orthodoxy 103 

 

Building Fund Watch 
“Establish Thou this holy house, even unto the consummation of the age.” 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
Building fund balance: $219,192.12 as of May 31. 
New goal: $230,000 by Pentecost, $300,000 by end of year. We may 
need to raise $500,000 before we start building per the current plan. With 
everyone pulling together, we can do this with God’s help. 
 

Confessions at Matins: If you wish to confess after Matins on a 
weekday, please let the priest know the day before that you plan to 
come. Thank you. 
 

Commemorations: Please try to submit your commemorations 
for Divine Liturgy the night before at Vespers or Vigil, whenever 

possible. Commemorations submitted after the Beatitudes may not 
be made at that Liturgy. 
 

Tithes, Offerings & Attendance: Bringing our tithes and 
offerings to the temple of God is part of our worship of God and 
supports our efforts to proclaim the fullness of the Gospel of Christ 
in Denton through the establishment of a permanent Orthodox 
parish and new missions in Denton County and north Texas. 
Checks should be made out to St. Maximus Orthodox Church and 
placed in the slot in the candle table (or in the basket passed during 
service). There are also boxes for alms and our building fund. 
 
 

Last week, we gave $1842.95 in tithes and offerings; in June we have 
given $6630.35;our monthly budget is $15,112; (the money received 
above budget goes to the building fund). Candles $91.50, Special 
Offering for Seminarian Fund $138.76. Attendance last week: Vigil 
52, Liturgy 136. Ascension Vigil 70, Liturgy 155. 

 

Cleaning Teams: Cleaning up after coffee hour is a necessary 
work for us all. Please be sure at least one member of your family 
assists in cleaning from start to finish when it is your team’s turn. 
 

Please Pray for our catechumens Katelyn (Marina) Davis, Chris 
Day, Esteban Lopez, Brian (Sabbas), Adrienne (Katherine), and 
Hannah (Anna) Freas, Colby and Rebekah Meals and their children 
Caleb, Jacob, Joshua, Abigail, and Benjamin, Robert Peterson and 
Ashley Carpenter; for our inquirers the Dean family, Samat, 
Makenna, Luellen, David & Anita Charpie and their children, for 
Robert Osborne and Mark Robertson; for the nun Susannah. Pray 
for Joseph and Olga Fincher, who is seriously ill, and Holly Bellan. 
 

From Saint Maximus 200 Chapters on Knowledge 
 

2.7 Just as the result of disobedience is sin, so the result of 
obedience is virtue. And just as disobedience leads to breaking the 
commandments and to separation from Him who gave them, so 
obedience leads to keeping the commandments and to union with 
Him who gave them. Thus he who through obedience has kept the 
commandments has achieved righteousness and, moreover, he has 
not cut himself off from union in love with Him who gave them; 
and the opposite is equally true. 
2.8 If you are healed of the breach caused by the fall, you are 
severed first from the passions and then from impassioned 
thoughts. Next you are severed from nature and the inner principles 
of nature, then from conceptual images and the knowledge relating 
to them. Lastly, when you have passed through the manifold 
principles relating to divine providence, you attain through 
unknowing the very principle of divine unity. Then the intellect 
contemplates only its own immutability, and rejoices with an 



unspeakable joy because it has received the peace of God which 
transcends all intellect and which ceaselessly keeps him who has 
been granted it from falling (cf. Phil. 4:7). 
2.9 Fear of hell causes beginners to shun evil. Desire to be rewarded 
with divine blessings confers on those who are advancing a readiness 
to practice the virtues. But the mystery of love transcends all 
created beings and makes the intellect blind to all that is sequent to 
God. Only upon those who have become blind to all that is sequent 
to Him does the Lord bestow wisdom, showing them what is more 
divine. 
 

Troparia and Kontakia for June 16 
 

Pentecost, Troparion, tone 8 
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, / who hast revealed the fishermen 
as most wise / by sending down upon them the Holy Spirit; / through 
them Thou didst draw the world into Thy net. / O Lover of Man, glory 
to Thee! 
 

Pentecost, Kontakion, tone 8 
When the Most High came down and confused the tongues, He divided 
the nations; / but when He distributed tongues of fire, He called all to 
unity. / Therefore, with one voice, we glorify the All-holy Spirit! 
 

 
(continued from front) intellect's ways of approach to the divine. But 
from the moment that we are reborn through baptism, the demon 
is outside, grace is within. Thus, whereas before baptism error ruled 
the soul, after baptism truth rules it. Nevertheless, even after 
baptism Satan still acts on the soul, often, indeed, to a greater 
degree than before. This is not because he is present in the soul 
together with grace; on the contrary, it is because he uses the body's 
humors to befog the intellect with the delight of mindless pleasures. 
God allows him to do this, so that a man, after passing through a 
trial of storm and fire, may come in the end to the full enjoyment of 
divine blessings. For it is written: 'We went through fire and water, 
and Thou hast brought us out into a place where the soul is 
refreshed' (Ps. 66.12. LXX). 

 

 “It is not he who begins well who is perfect. It is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” St. Basil the Great 


