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Bullet in for Sunday, September 1 st,  2019 
 

 
 
 

September 1st 11th Sunday after Pentecost; Church New Year 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

 

September 3rd Tuesday 
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
3:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

September 4th Wednesday Prophet Moses 
6:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
7:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

September 5th Thursday 
6:00 a.m. Matins 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
4:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 
 

September 6th Friday 
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
6:00 p.m. Vespers 
7:00 p.m. Class: Basics of Orthodoxy 301 The Creed 
 

September 7st Saturday 
5:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 

 

September 8th 12th Sunday; Nativity of the Theotokos 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

 
 

St. Diodochus: 100 Chapters on Spiritual Knowledge & Discrimination  
 

74. When the soul has reached self-understanding, it produces from within a 
certain feeling of warmth for God. When this warmth is not disturbed by worldly 
cares, it gives birth to a desire for peace which, so far as its strength allows, 
searches out the God of peace. But it is quickly robbed of this peace, either 
because our attention is distracted by the senses or because nature, on account of 
its basic insufficiency, soon exhausts itself. This was why the wise men of Greece 
could not possess as they should what they hoped to acquire through their self-
control, for the eternal wisdom which is the fullness of truth was not at work 
within their intellect. On the other hand, the feeling of warmth which the Holy 
Spirit engenders in the heart is completely peaceful and enduring. It awakes in all 
parts of the soul a longing for God; its heat does not need to be fanned by anything 
outside the heart, but through the heart it makes the whole man rejoice with a 
boundless love. Thus, while recognizing the first kind of warmth, we should strive 
to attain the second; for although natural love is evidence that our nature is in a 
healthy state through self-control, nevertheless such love lacks the power, which spiritual love 
possesses, to bring the intellect to the state of dispassion. 



Announcements for September 1st 
 

To Our Visitors: Welcome! Please join us after the service for 
coffee, food, and conversation. If you would, fill out a visitor’s card 
for us and leave it in the basket on the candle table by the door. We 
also invite you to go first through the line at Coffee Hour. 
 

To All: Please be aware that Holy Communion is open only to 
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves for worthy 
participation in the Mystery through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
confession to a priest (within the last month or so).  
 

Temple Wine given for the health and salvation of Robert 
Rehmet. 
 

The Special Offering this week is for “Our Daily Bread” soup 
kitchen. 
 

Classes this Week:  
Friday, 7:00 p.m. Basics of Orthodox 301 “The Creed 1” 

 

Church School will not begin next week. Stay tuned. 
 

New Year: today marks the Church New Year. This is a good time 
to recalibrate spiritually and seek to make a beginning of good. 
 

Visiting Nun: Sister Marina from the St. Elizabeth Convent in 
Minsk, Byelorussia, will be with us this Wednesday, September 5 
for Vespers and Thursday, September 6 for Liturgy to talk about 
the work of the monastery and monastic life. 
 

The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, September 22. Voting 
members are those who are Orthodox adults of 18 or older who 
have received Confession and Communion in the past year and have 
helped support the parish financially. See Fr. Justin if you have 
questions. 
 

Building Fund Watch 
“Establish Thou this holy house, even unto the consummation of the age.” 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
Building fund balance: $232,148. Goal: $300,000 by end of year. We 
may need to raise $500,000 before we start building per the current plan. 
With everyone pulling together, we can do this with God’s help and 
provision.  
 

Water Break? It has come to my attention that a bad habit has 
developed during Diving Liturgy. After receiving Holy Communion, 
some of us dismiss themselves from the Liturgy to go out of the 
church to get water and to talk. But if the Divine Liturgy is a 
seamless whole from the opening “Blessed is the Kingdom” to the 
dismissal (it is), it is not appropriate to leave during Communion to 
chat or get a drink. Christ is bodily present: we do much better to 
remain in the church reverently contemplating this great gift of 

God and His presence in our midst. It is better to read the prayers 
of thanksgiving (they are in your prayer book and in the parish 
Liturgy booklets) and then to leave the church during the reading of 
those prayers after Liturgy. Please, for the good of your souls, do 
not succumb to the thought that stepping out during Communion 
for a “quick break” for water or talk is a good idea. 
 

Tithes, Offerings & Attendance: Bringing our tithes and 
offerings to the temple of God is part of our worship of God and 
supports our efforts to proclaim the fullness of the Gospel of Christ 
in Denton through the establishment of a permanent Orthodox 
parish and new missions in Denton County and north Texas. 
Checks should be made out to St. Maximus Orthodox Church and 
placed in the slot in the candle table (or in the basket passed during 
service). There are also boxes for alms and our building fund. 
 
 

Last week, we gave $3979.55 in tithes and offerings; in August, we 
gave $11,320.81; our monthly budget is $15,112; (the money received 
above budget goes to the building fund). Candles $130, Special 
Offering for new chalice $119.75; Building Fund $100. Attendance 
last week: Vigil 69, Liturgy 162. Please note: we do not report funds given 
electronically until the end of the month; we typically receive about $7000 
each month that way. 

 

Please Pray for our new catechumens David, Anita, Sarah, Rachel, 
Sammuel, Aaron; our catechumens Colby and Rebekah Meals and 
their children Caleb, Jacob, Joshua, Abigail, and Benjamin, Robert 
Peterson and Ashley Carpenter; for our inquirers the Dean family, 
Samat, Makenna, Luellen, for Robert Osborne, Mark Robertson. 
Pray for the nun Susannah, for Joseph and Olga Fincher, who is 
seriously ill, Mother Susanna of Our Lady of Kazan Skete, Elizabeth 
Terry, Frieda Gluschenko (surgery), Antonia Colias (surgery), and 
Thomas Harper who is in South America. 
 

From Saint Maximus 200 Chapters on Knowledge 
 

2.29 Just as the teachings of the Law and the prophets, being harbingers of 
the coming advent of the Logos in the flesh, guide our souls to Christ (cf. 
Gal. 3:24), so the glorified incarnate Logos of God is Himself a harbinger 
of His spiritual advent, leading our souls forward by His own teachings to 
receive His divine and manifest advent. He does this ceaselessly, by means 
of the virtues converting those found worthy from the flesh to the spirit. 
And He will do it at the end of the age, making manifest what has hitherto 
been hidden from all men.  
2.30 As long as I remain imperfect and refractory, neither obeying God by 
practicing the commandments nor becoming perfect in spiritual 
knowledge, Christ from my point of view also appears imperfect and 
refractory because of me. For I diminish and cripple Him by not growing 
in spirit with Him, since I am ‘the body of Christ and one of its members’ 
(1 Cor. 12:27). 



 

Troparia and Kontakia for September 1 st 
 

Resurrectional Troparion, tone 2 
When Thou, didst descend to death, O Life Immortal / Thou didst slay 
Hell with the lightning-flash of Thy Divinity, / and, when from the 
nether regions Thou didst raise the dead, / all the powers of Heaven 
cried out: / ‘O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to Thee!’ 
 

St. Maximus, Troparion, tone 3 
 

Church New Year (Indiction), Troparion, tone 2 
O Fashioner of all creation, who in Thine authority hast appointed the 
times and seasons: bless Thou the crown of the year with Thy 
goodness, O Lord, preserving in peace Orthodox Christians and Thy 
city, and through the prayers of the Theotokos, save us. 
 

St. Symeon, Troparion, tone 1 
Thou wast a pillar of patience, O venerable one, / emulating the 
forefathers: /Job, in afflictions; Joseph, in temptations; / and the life of 
the incorporeal hosts while in the body. / O Symeon, our father, // 
entreat Christ God that our souls be saved. 

 

Resurrectional Kontakion, tone 2 
Thou didst rise from the grave, all –powerful Saviour; / and Hades, 
seeing the wonder, was affrighted; / and the dead arose; and creation, 
beholding, rejoiceth with Thee; / and with Thee Adam also is glad; / 
and the world, O my Saviour, hymneth Thee forever. 
 

St. Maximus, Kontakion tone 8 Serbian Melody 
 

Church New Year (Indiction), Kontakion, tone 2 
O Christ our King who livest in the highest, Creator and Maker of all 
things visible and invisible, who hast fashioned days and nights, 
seasons and years: bless Thou now the crown of the year; preserve and 
keep in peace Orthodox hierarchs, this city and Thy people, O greatly 
Merciful One. 
 

St. Symeon, Kontakion, tone 2 
Making of thy pillar a fiery chariot, / searching the heights thou didst 
unite thyself to those who are on High. / Wherefore, thou wast a 
converser with angels, / O venerable Symeon, // praying unceasingly 
with them to Christ God in behalf of us all. 

 

 “It is not he who begins well who is perfect. It is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” St. Basil the Great 


