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Bullet in for Sunday, September 8 th,  2019 
 

 
 
 

September 8th 12th Sunday; Nativity of the Theotokos 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Mission Council 

 

September 9th Monday 
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
5:00 p.m. Vespers, 9th Day Pannikhida, Confession 

 

September 10th Tuesday 
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 

 

September 11th Wednesday  
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
7:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

September 12th Thursday Leavetaking of the Nativity 
6:00 a.m. Matins 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

September 13th Friday 
7:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 
 

September 14th Saturday Elevation of the Cross 
8:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
5:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 

 

September 15th 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

 
 

St. Diodochus: 100 Chapters on Spiritual Knowledge & Discrimination  
 

75. When the north wind blows over creation, the air around us remains 
pure because of this wind's subtle and clarifying nature; but when the 
south wind blows, the air becomes hazy because it is this wind's nature to 
produce mist and, by virtue of its affinity with clouds, to bring them from 
its own regions to cover the earth. Likewise, when the soul is energized by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it is freed completely from the demonic 
mist; but when the wind of error blows fiercely upon it, it is completely 
filled with the clouds of sin. With all our strength, therefore, we should, 
try always to face towards the life-creating and purifying wind of the Holy 
Spirit - the wind which the prophet Ezekiel, in the light of spiritual 
knowledge, saw coming from the north (cf. Ezek. 1:4). Then the 
contemplative faculty of the soul will always remain clear, so that we devote 
ourselves unerringly to the contemplation of the divine, beholding the world of 
light in an air filled with light. For this is the light of true knowledge. 



Announcements for September 8 th 
 

To Our Visitors: Welcome! Please join us after the service for 
coffee, food, and conversation. If you would, fill out a visitor’s card 
for us and leave it in the basket on the candle table by the door. We 
also invite you to go first through the line at Coffee Hour. 
 

To All: Please be aware that Holy Communion is open only to 
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves for worthy 
participation in the Mystery through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
confession to a priest (within the last month or so).  
 

Temple Wine given for the health and salvation of Robert 
Rehmet. Temple Oil given for the health and salvation of Zoe 
Frederick. 
 

The Special Offering this week is for our seminarian fund. 
 

Mission Council meets today. 
 

No Classes this Week. Basics resumes Sept 20. 
 

A Ninth-Day Pannikhida will be served at the end of Vespers on 
Monday in memory of Archbishop Nikon, who reposed in the Lord 
last Sunday. He served our Diocese for a few years as our Locum 
Tenens, or place-holder bishop after Archbishop Dmitri’s 
retirement until Archbishop Alexander became our ruling bishop. 
Memory eternal! 
 

St. David the Builder Men’s Group will resume meeting the 
second Saturday in October. We shall be studying the First Epistle 
of Paul to Timothy, so get an early start reading it. 
 

The Exaltation of the Cross, one of the Twelve Great Feasts, 
will be celebrated this week with Vigil Friday night at 7:00 and 
Divine Liturgy Saturday morning at 8:00. As always, we do well to 
keep the Feast by attending at least part of its cycle of services. 
 

The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, September 22. Voting 
members are those who are Orthodox adults of 18 or older who 
have received Confession and Communion in the past year and have 
helped support the parish financially. See Fr. Justin if you have 
questions. The main business of the meeting is to hear reports from 
priest and officers, to pass a budget, and to discuss the status of our 
building project. 
 

Building Fund Watch 
“Establish Thou this holy house, even unto the consummation of the age.” 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
Building fund balance: $232,148. Goal: $300,000 by end of year. We 
may need to raise $500,000 before we start building per the current plan. 
With everyone pulling together, we can do this with God’s help and 
provision.  

Tithes, Offerings & Attendance: Bringing our tithes and 
offerings to the temple of God is part of our worship of God and 
supports our efforts to proclaim the fullness of the Gospel of Christ 
in Denton through the establishment of a permanent Orthodox 
parish and new missions in Denton County and north Texas. 
Checks should be made out to St. Maximus Orthodox Church and 
placed in the slot in the candle table (or in the basket passed during 
service). There are also boxes for alms and our building fund. 
 
 

Last week, we gave $3011.69 in tithes and offerings; our monthly 
budget is $15,112; (the money received above budget goes to the 
building fund). Candles $83, Special Offering for Our Daily Bread 
$91; Building Fund $0. Attendance last week: Vigil 67, Liturgy 177. 
Please note: we do not report funds given electronically until the end of the 
month; we typically receive about $7000 each month that way. 

 

Please Pray for our new catechumens; our catechumens Colby and 
Rebekah Meals and their children Caleb, Jacob, Joshua, Abigail, and 
Benjamin, Robert Peterson, Ashley Carpenter, for David, Anita, 
Sarah, Rachel, Sammuel, Aaron; for our inquirers the Dean family, 
Samat, Makenna, Luellen, for Robert Osborne, Mark Robertson. 
Pray for the nun Susannah, for Joseph and Olga Fincher, who is 
seriously ill, Mother Susanna of Our Lady of Kazan Skete, Elizabeth 
Terry, and Thomas Harper who is in South America. 
 

From Saint Maximus 200 Chapters on Knowledge 
 

2.31 ‘The sun rises and the sun sets’, says Scripture (Eccles. 1:5). 
Likewise the Logos appears sometimes as risen and sometimes as 
set, depending on the manner of life and the spiritual status and 
essence or quality of those pursuing virtue and searching for divine 
knowledge. Blessed is he who like Joshua (cf. Josh. 10:12-13) keeps 
the Sun of righteousness from setting in himself throughout the 
whole day of this present life, not allowing it to be blotted out by 
the dusk of sin and ignorance. In this way he will truly be able to 
put to flight the cunning demons that rise up against him.. 
2.32 When the Logos of God is raised up in us by our practice of the 
virtues and by contemplation, He draws all things to Himself (cf. 
John 12:32); He sanctifies in virtue and spiritual knowledge our 
thoughts and words about the flesh, the soul and the nature of 
beings; He sanctifies also the very members of our bodies and our 
senses, and He places them all under His yoke. So let the visionary 
of divine things eagerly ascend in pursuit of the Logos until he 
reaches the place where He is. For, as Ecclesiastes puts it, He 
‘draws to His place’ (Eccles. 1:5) all those who follow Him, and as 
the great High Priest He brings them into the Holy of Holies, 
where He Himself, who became as we are, has entered as a fore-
runner on our behalf (cf. Heb. 6:20). 



2.35 Those who seek the Lord should not look for Him outside 
themselves; on the contrary, they must seek Him within themselves 
through faith made manifest in action. For He is near you: ‘The 
word is ... in your mouth and in your heart, that is, the word of faith’ 
(Rom. 10:8) - Christ being Himself the word that is sought. 
2.37 In the life of ascetic practice the Logos, adapted to the 
corporeal action of the virtues, becomes flesh (cf. John 1:14). In the 
contemplative life the Logos, refined by conceptual images that are 
spiritual, becomes what He was in His principial state, the Logos 
that was God and was with God (cf. John 1:1-2). 
 

Troparia and Kontakia for September 8 th 
 

Resurrectional Troparion, Tone 3 
Let those in Heaven rejoice, / let those on Earth be glad; / for the Lord 
hath wrought a mighty act with His arm./ He hath trampled down death 
by death; / He hath become the first-born of the dead. 
/ He hath delivered us from the womb of hell, / and hath granted the 
world / great mercy. 
 

Nativity of the Theotokos, Troparion, tone 4 
Thy Nativity, O Virgin, / hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe! / 
The Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God, / hath shone from thee, O 
Theotokos! / By annulling the curse, / He bestowed a blessing. / By 
destroying, death He hath granted us eternal life. 

 

Resurrectional Kontakion, Tone 3 
Today Thou didst rise from the grave, O compassionate One, / and 
didst lead us away from the gates of death. / Today Adam exulteth, and 
Eve rejoiceth. / Together with the prophets and patriarchs // they 
unceasingly hymn the Divine might of Thine authority. 
 

Nativity of the Theotokos, Kontakion, tone 4 
By thy Nativity, O most pure Virgin, / Joachim and Anna are freed 
from barrenness; / Adam and Eve, from the corruption of death. / And 
we, thy poeple, freed from the guilt of sin, /celebrate and sing to thee: / 
the barren woman giveth birth to the Theotokos, / the Nourisher of our 
Life. 

 

 “It is not he who begins well who is perfect. It is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” St. Basil the Great 


