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Bullet in for Sunday, November 10 th,  2019 
 

 
 

November 10th Sunday tone 4 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Mission Council 
2:30 p.m. Vespers 
3:00 p.m. Parish Thanksgiving Dinner 
5:00 p.m. Architectural Presentation 

 

November 12th Tuesday  
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
4:00 p.m. Great Vespers, Confession 

 

November 13th Wednesday St. John Chrysostom 
6:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
7:00 p.m. Great Vespers, Confession 

 

November 14th Thursday St. Philip, St. Gregory Palamas 
6:00 a.m. Matins 
8:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
5:00 p.m. Vespers 
 

November 15th Friday Nativity Fast Begins 
6:00 p.m. Vespers 
7:00 p.m. Class: Basics 301 The Creed “The Son Incarnate” 
 

November 16th Saturday Apostle Matthew 
9:30 a.m. Russian Divine Liturgy, St. Seraphim’s Dallas 
5:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 

 

November 17th Sunday tone 4 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
2:00 p.m. Vespers  
 

 
 

St. Diodochus: 100 Chapters on Spiritual Knowledge & Discrimination  
 

86. The Lord himself declares that Satan fell from heaven like lightning (cf. 
Luke 10:18); this was to prevent him, in his hideousness, from looking on 
the dwelling-places of the holy angels. But if he may not share the 
company of the righteous servants of God, how then can he dwell in the 
intellect of man together with God Himself? It will be said that this is 
possible because God recedes a little and makes room for him. But this 
explanation is inadequate. For there are two different ways in which God 
recedes. First He recedes in order to educate us. But this receding does 
not by any means deprive the soul of divine light. As I have said, all that 
happens is that grace often hides its presence) from the intellect (cont. p. 3) 



Announcements for November 10 
 

To Our Visitors: Welcome! Please join us after the service for 
coffee, food, and conversation. If you would, fill out a visitor’s card 
for us and leave it in the basket on the candle table by the door. We 
also invite you to go first through the line at Coffee Hour. 
 

To All: Please be aware that Holy Communion is open only to 
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves for worthy 
participation in the Mystery through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
confession to a priest (within the last month or so). Reminder: besides 
not willfully breaking the fasts on Wednesday and Friday the week before, fasting 
includes abstaining completely from all food and drink from midnight until reception 
of Holy Communion. Children 8 and older should be fasting as well as adults. This 
is the Church’s discipline. Those who will not follow it are not blessed to commune. 
Those who cannot fast should speak with their confessor. Yes, that includes coffee. 
 

Temple Wine given for the health and salvation of Mary L., and 
Claire McAnear. Temple Oil given in memory of Matushka 
Elizabeth LaBrecht and for the health and salvation of Thomas 
Anderson. 
 

The Special Offering this week is for Fr. Seraphim Holland’s 
Prison Ministry. 
 

Greetings to our architect, Andrew Gould, and his daughter 
Madeline, visiting from Charleston, SC. He will give a presentation 
about his design for us today about 5:00 and be available to take 
questions. 
 

The Parish Thanksgiving Dinner is today at 3:00. Vespers will 
be served at 2:30. Please come ready to enjoy good food and one 
another. We'll make a fire in the back. Instruments are welcome. 
 

Classes this Week:  
Friday, 7:00 p.m. Basics of Orthodox 301 The Creed, Article 

Three: “Incarnate.” 
 

No Church School today, due to the Thanksgiving Dinner. 
 

The Nativity Fast begins this Friday and lasts until December 25. 
We abstain from meat, dairy, fish, wine, oil, (unless modifications 
are shown on the wall calendar) and marital relations in order to 
give ourselves to increased prayer, almsgiving, spiritual reading, 
repentance, and service to others as we pursue being filled more 
fully with Christ. To help us acquire what is more important, we 
reduce or eliminate the presence in our lives of things that distract 
us from God and provoke us to sin: secular entertainments, music, 
movies, television, internet, novels, news—the list of possible 
distractions is long. If you have questions about the fast, please see 
your priest or confessor. 
 

 

Tithes, Offerings & Attendance: Bringing our tithes and 
offerings to the temple of God is part of our worship of God and 
supports our efforts to proclaim the fullness of the Gospel of Christ 
in Denton through the establishment of a permanent Orthodox 
parish and new missions in Denton County and north Texas. 
Checks should be made out to St. Maximus Orthodox Church and 
placed in the slot in the candle table (or in the basket passed during 
service). There are also boxes for alms and our building fund. 
 
 

In October, we gave $20,960.46: Last week, we gave $3905.12 in 
tithes and offerings; our monthly budget is $16,084; (the money 
received above budget goes to the building fund). Candles $135 
Special Offering for Holy Apostles $52, Building Fund $100, New 
Chalice $20. Attendance last week: Vigil 47, Liturgy 118. Please note: 
we do not report funds given electronically until the end of the month. 

 

Please Pray for our catechumens Colby and Rebekah Meals and 
their children Caleb, Jacob, Joshua, Abigail, and Benjamin, Robert 
Peterson, Ashley Carpenter, Makenna Baldwin, Luellen Bassano, 
Mark Robertson, Mark Jones, and for David, Anita, Sarah, Rachel, 
Samuel, Aaron; the Dean family, and Robert Osborne. Pray for 
Joseph and Olga Fincher, who is seriously ill, for Eugene & Rachel 
Hollembeak, for Elizabeth Terry, and Thomas Harper who is in 
South America. Our design goes to the Historical Landmark 
Committee tomorrow: pray that God’s will be done.  
 

Building Fund Watch 
“Establish Thou this holy house, even unto the consummation of the age.” 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
Building fund balance: $240,000. Goal: $300,000 by end of year. We 
may need to raise $500,000 before we start building per the current plan. 
With everyone pulling together, we can do this with God’s help and 
provision.  
 

From Saint Maximus 200 Chapters on Knowledge 
 

2.78 ‘The place of the miraculous tabernacle’ is a dispassionate and 
untroubled state of virtue in which the Logos of God adorns the 
soul like a tabernacle with the varied beauties of the virtues. ‘The 
house of God’ is spiritual knowledge compounded of many different 
forms of contemplation when God dwells in a soul, filling it from 
the bowl of wisdom. ‘Exultation’ is the soul’s leap of joy at the 
riches of the virtues. ‘Thanksgiving’ is gratitude for the bountiful 
outpouring of wisdom. ‘The sound of feasting’ is the unceasing 
mystical hymn of glory, which exultation and thanksgiving combine 
to form. 
(cont. from front, so that the soul may advance through resisting the attacks 
of the demons by seeking help from God with great humility and fear; and 
in this way it gradually comes to know the wickedness of its enemy. A 



mother does much the same when she finds her child rebellious over 
feeding: she pushes it away for a moment so that, being alarmed by the 
sight of some animals or rough-looking men, it will return crying with 
fright to her breast. The second kind of receding is when God withdraws 
altogether from the soul that does not want Him; and this indeed delivers 
the soul captive to the demons. We, however, are not children from whom 
God has withdrawn - heaven forbid!  We believe ourselves to be true 
children of God's grace, which nurses us by briefly concealing its presence 
and then revealing itself once more, so that through its goodness we may 
grow to our full stature. 

Troparia and Kontakia for November 10  
 

Resurrectional Troparion, Tone 3 
Let those in Heaven rejoice, / let those on Earth be glad; / for the Lord 
hath wrought a mighty act with His arm./ He hath trampled down death 
by death; / He hath become the first-born of the dead. / He hath 
delivered us from the womb of hell, / and hath granted the world / great 
mercy. 

St. Maximus, Troparion, tone 3 
 

Apostles of the 70 Rodion, Erastus, etc., Troparion, tone 3 
O ye holy apostles, / intercede with the merciful God, / that He grant 
unto our souls // forgiveness of our transgressions. 
 

Resurrectional Kontakion, Tone 3 
Today Thou didst rise from the grave, O compassionate One, / and 
didst lead us away from the gates of death. / Today Adam exulteth, and 
Eve rejoiceth. / Together with the prophets and patriarchs // they 
unceasingly hymn the Divine might of Thine authority. 
 

St. Maximus, Kontakion tone 8 Serbian Melody 
Let us the faithful praise with fitting hymns / that lover of the Holy Trinity, great 
Maximus, / who clearly taught the divinely-given Faith: / that we should give glory 
unto Christ our God, / Who, but one person, hath in very truth / two natures, wills, and 
energies. / Let us cry to him: // Rejoice, divine herald of the Faith. 
 

Apostles, Kontakion, tone 2 
Having illumined your minds with divine light, / ye wisely destroyed 
the wiles of the orators; / and having fished for all the pagans, O 
glorious apostles, / ye brought them to the Master, // teaching them to 
glorify the divine Trinity. 

 

 “It is not he who begins well who is perfect. It is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” St. Basil the Great 


