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Bullet in for Sunday, November 17 th,  2019 
 

 
 

November 17th Sunday tone 5 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
2:00 p.m. Vespers  

 

November 18th Monday  
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
5:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

November 19th Tuesday  
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
4:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

November 20th Wednesday St. Gregory the Decapolite, St. Proclus 
6:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
7:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 

 

November 21st Thursday Entrance of the Theotokos 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
3:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 
 

November 22nd Friday  
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
6:00 p.m. Vespers 
7:00 p.m. Class: Basics 301 The Creed 
 

November 23rd Saturday St. Alexander Nevsky 
7:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
5:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 

 

November 24th Sunday tone 6 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
2:00 p.m. Vespers  
 

 
 

St. Diodochus: 100 Chapters on Spiritual Knowledge & Discrimination  
 

87. When God recedes in order to educate us, this brings great sadness, 
humility and even some measure of despair to the soul. The purpose of 
this is to humble the soul's tendency to vanity and self-glory, for the heart 
at once is filled with fear of God, tears of thankfulness, and great longing 
for the beauty of silence. But the receding due to God's complete 
withdrawal fills the soul with despair, unbelief, anger and pride. We who 
have experienced both kinds of receding should approach God in each 
case in the appropriate way. In the first case we should (cont. p. 3) 



Announcements for November 17 
 

To Our Visitors: Welcome! Please join us after the service for 
coffee, food, and conversation. If you would, fill out a visitor’s card 
for us and leave it in the basket on the candle table by the door. We 
also invite you to go first through the line at Coffee Hour. 
 

To All: Please be aware that Holy Communion is open only to 
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves for worthy 
participation in the Mystery through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
confession to a priest (within the last month or so). 
 

Temple Wine given for the health and salvation of Mary L., and 
Claire McAnear. Temple Oil given in memory of Matushka 
Elizabeth LaBrecht and for the health and salvation of Thomas 
Anderson. 
 

Feast: this week, we celebrate the Entrance of the Theotokos into 
the Temple, one of the Twelve Great Feasts. We do well to keep 
the feast by attending at least part of the cycle of services for it: 
Vigil Wednesday at 7:00 p.m, Divine Liturgy Thursday at 9:00 a.m. 
 

The Special Offering this week is for our seminarian fund. Next 
week for our building fund. 
 

Building Update: Archbishop Alexander has given us his blessing 
to go ahead with building the design that we presented and was 
approved last Monday by the Historical Landmark Committee. 
 

Classes this Week:  
Friday, 7:00 p.m. Basics of Orthodox 301 The Creed, Article 4 

“Crucified, Suffered, Buried” 
 

The Nativity Fast: We abstain from meat, dairy, fish, wine, oil, 
(unless modifications are shown on the wall calendar) and marital 
relations in order to give ourselves to increased prayer, almsgiving, 
spiritual reading, repentance, and service to others as we pursue 
being filled more fully with Christ. To help us acquire what is more 
important, we reduce or eliminate the presence in our lives of 
things that distract us from God and provoke us to sin: secular 
entertainments, music, movies, television, internet, novels, news—
the list of possible distractions is long. If you have questions about 
the fast, please see your priest or confessor. 
 
 

Tithes, Offerings & Attendance: Bringing our tithes and 
offerings to the temple of God is part of our worship of God and 
supports our efforts to proclaim the fullness of the Gospel of Christ 
in Denton through the establishment of a permanent Orthodox 
parish and new missions in Denton County and north Texas. 
Checks should be made out to St. Maximus Orthodox Church and 

placed in the slot in the candle table (or in the basket passed during 
service). There are also boxes for alms and our building fund. 
 
 

Last week, we gave$2162.94 in tithes and offerings; this month, we 
have given $6068.06 our monthly budget is $16,084; (the money 
received above budget goes to the building fund). Candles $135 
Special Offering for Holy Apostles $52, Building Fund $100, New 
Chalice $20. Attendance last week: Vigil 53, Liturgy 156. Please note: 
we do not report funds given electronically until the end of the month. 

 

Please Pray for our catechumens Colby and Rebekah Meals and 
their children Caleb, Jacob, Joshua, Abigail, and Benjamin, Robert 
Peterson, Ashley Carpenter, Makenna Baldwin, Luellen Bassano, 
Mark Robertson, Mark Jones, and for David, Anita, Sarah, Rachel, 
Samuel, Aaron; the Dean family, and Robert Osborne. Pray for 
Joseph and Olga Fincher, who is seriously ill, for Eugene & Rachel 
Hollembeak, for Elizabeth Terry, and Thomas Harper who is in 
South America.  
 

Building Fund Watch 
“Establish Thou this holy house, even unto the consummation of the age.” 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
Building fund balance: $240,000. Goal: $300,000 by end of year. We 
may need to raise $500,000 before we start building per the current plan. 
With everyone pulling together, we can do this with God’s help and 
provision.  
 

From Saint Maximus 200 Chapters on Knowledge 
 

2.84 According to the text, ‘We are the body of Christ and each of 
us is one of its members’ (cf. 1 Cor. 12:27), we are said to be the body 
of Christ. We do not become this body through the loss of our own 
bodies; nor again because Christ’s body passes into us hypostatically 
or is divided into members; but rather because we conform to the 
likeness of the Lord’s flesh by shaking off the corruption of sin. For 
just as Christ in His manhood was sinless by nature both in flesh 
and in soul, so we too who believe in Him, and have clothed 
ourselves in Him through the Spirit, can be without sin in Him if 
we so choose. 
(cont. from front), offer Him thanks as we plead in our own defense, 
understanding that He is disciplining our unruly character by concealing 
His presence, so as to teach us, like a good father, the difference between 
virtue and vice. In the second case, we should offer Him ceaseless 
confession of our sins and incessant tears, and practice a greater seclusion 
from the world, so that by adding to our labors we may eventually induce 
Him to reveal His presence in our hearts as before. Yet we must realize 
that when there is a direct struggle between Satan and the soul -and I am 
speaking here of the struggle that takes place when God recedes in order 
to educate us - then grace conceals itself a little, as I have said, but 
nevertheless supports the soul in a hidden way, so that in the eyes of its 



enemies the victory appears to be due to the soul alone.not by any means 
deprive the soul of divine light. As I have said, all that happens is that 
grace often hides its presence) from the intellect 

Troparia and Kontakia for November 17  
 

Resurrectional Troparion, tone 5 
Let us the faithful hymn and worship the Word / who with the Father 
and the Spirit hath no beginning, / and was born for our salvation of the 
Virgin; / for He was pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, / and to 
endure death / and to raise the dead / by His glorious Resurrection. 
 

St. Maximus, Troparion, tone 3 
By an outpouring of the Holy Spirit / thou didst pour forth Christ’s sacred 
teachings, / thou didst expound with Divine authority / the self-emptying of 
God the Word / and wast radiant in thy confession of the True Faith:/ O, 
Glorious Father Maximus / pray to Christ our God / to grant us His great 
mercy. 
 

St. Gregory the Wonderworker, Troparion, tone 8 
By vigilance in prayer and persistence in the working of miracles, / 
thou didst acquire the name of thy worthy deeds. / Pray thou to Christ 
God, O 

Resurrectional Kontakion, tone 5 
Thou didst descend to Hades, O my Savior; / and, having shattered its 
gates as all-powerful; / Thou as Creator didst raise the dead with Thee; 
/ and Thou didst destroy the sting of death, / and Adam hath been 
delivered from the curse, O Lover of Man. / Wherefore, we all cry: 
Save us, O Lord! 
 

St. Maximus, Kontakion tone 8 Serbian Melody 
Let us the faithful praise with fitting hymns / that lover of the Holy 
Trinity, great Maximus, / who clearly taught the divinely-given Faith: / 
that we should give glory unto Christ our God, / Who, but one person, 
hath in very truth / two natures, wills, and energies. / Let us cry to him: 
// Rejoice, divine herald of the Faith. 

 
St. Gregory the Wonderworker, Kontakion, tone 2 

Receiving the power to work many miracles, / thou didst terrify the 
demons with awesome signs, / and didst dispel the diseases of men, O 
most wise Gregory. / And thou was called the wonderworker, // 
receiving this title from thy works. 
 

 “It is not he who begins well who is perfect. It is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” St. Basil the Great 


