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Bullet in for Sunday, December 1 st,  2019 
 

 
 

December 1st Sunday tone 7 St. Philaret the Merciful 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
1:30 p.m. Vespers  

 

December 2nd Monday St. Porphyrios of Athos 
6:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
5:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

December 3rd Tuesday  
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
3:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

December 4th Wednesday St. John of Damascus 
6:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
7:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

December 5th Thursday  
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
6:30 p.m. Vigil, Confession 
 

December 6th Friday St. Nicholas of Myra 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
5:00 p.m. Vespers 
7:00 p.m. Choir Singing at Tree Lighting 
 

December 7th Saturday  
9:30 a.m. Russian Divine Liturgy 
5:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 

 

December 8th Sunday tone 8 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

 
 

St. Diodochus: 100 Chapters on Spiritual Knowledge & Discrimination  
 

88. Divine grace confers on us two gifts through the baptism of 
regeneration, one being infinitely superior to the other. The first gift is 
given to us at once, when grace renews us in the actual waters of baptism 
and cleanses all the lineaments of our soul, that is, the image of God in us, 
by washing away every stain of sin. The second –our likeness to God – 
requires our co-operation. When the intellect begins to perceive the Holy 
Spirit with full consciousness, we should realize that grace is beginning to 
paint the divine likeness over the divine image in us. Artists first draw the 
outline of a man in monochrome, and then add one color (cont. p. 3) 



Announcements for December 1 
 

To Our Visitors: Welcome! Please join us after the service for 
coffee, food, and conversation. If you would, fill out a visitor’s card 
for us and leave it in the basket on the candle table by the door. We 
also invite you to go first through the line at Coffee Hour. 
 

To All: Please be aware that Holy Communion is open only to 
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves for worthy 
participation in the Mystery through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
confession to a priest (within the last month or so). 
 

Temple Oil given for the health and salvation of Viola Frederick.  
 

The Special Offering this week is for the local soup kitchen, Our 
Daily Bread. 
 

We plan to serve Holy Unction Monday, December 9 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

An All-Night Vigil for the Feast of St. Basil to ring in the New 
Year will be held December 31 starting at 10:00 p.m.  
 

No Classes this Week Basics 301 will resume December 13. 
 

Upcoming Classes: Basics 101 on Sunday will begin on January 5. 
A class reading and discussing The Field by St. Ignatius 
Brianchaninov will be held Wednesdays at 6:00 starting January 8. 
 

The Nativity Fast: We abstain from meat, dairy, fish, wine, oil, 
(unless modifications are shown on the wall calendar) and marital 
relations in order to give ourselves to increased prayer, almsgiving, 
spiritual reading, repentance, and service to others as we pursue 
being filled more fully with Christ. If you have questions about the 
fast, please see your priest or confessor. 
 

Tithes, Offerings & Attendance: Bringing our tithes and 
offerings to the temple of God is part of our worship of God and 
supports our efforts to proclaim the fullness of the Gospel of Christ 
in Denton through the establishment of a permanent Orthodox 
parish and new missions in Denton County and north Texas. 
Checks should be made out to St. Maximus Orthodox Church and 
placed in the slot in the candle table (or in the basket passed during 
service). There are also boxes for alms and our building fund. 
 
 

Last week, we gave $2622.77 in tithes and offerings and this month, 
we’ve given $6222 electronically for a total this month of $19,139.08 
our monthly budget is $16,084; (the money received above budget 
goes to the building fund). Candles $107 Building Fund $115. 
Attendance last week: Vigil 79, Liturgy 155. Please note: we do not 
report funds given electronically until the end of the month. 

 

Please Pray for our catechumens Colby and Rebekah Meals and 
their children Caleb, Jacob, Joshua, Abigail, and Benjamin, Robert 
Peterson, Ashley Carpenter, Makenna Baldwin, Luellen Bassano, 
Mark Robertson, Mark Jones, and for David, Anita, Sarah, Rachel, 
Samuel, Aaron; the Dean family, and Robert Osborne. Pray for 
Joseph and Olga Fincher, who is seriously ill, for Eugene & Rachel 
Hollembeak, for Elizabeth Terry, and Thomas Harper who is in 
South America.  
 

House Blessing season will be upon us in a month. I'd like to 
bless the houses of anyone who has moved recently and is living in a 
home yet unblessed before that season begins. See Fr. Justin. 
 

Building Fund Watch 
“Establish Thou this holy house, even unto the consummation of the age.” 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
Building fund balance: $243,300. Goal: $300,000 by end of year. We 
may need to raise $500,000 before we start building per the current plan. 
With everyone pulling together, we can do this with God’s help and 
provision.  
 

From Saint Maximus 200 Chapters on Knowledge 
 

2.92 The kingdom of God the Father is present in all believers in 
potentiality; it is present in actuality in those who, after totally 
expelling all natural life of soul and body from their inner state, have 
attained the life of the Spirit alone and are able to say, ‘I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me’ (Gal. 2:20). 
 

(cont. from front), after another, until little by little they capture the 
likeness of the subject down to the smallest details. In the same way the 
grace of God starts by remaking the divine image in man info what it was 
when he was first created. But when it sees us longing with all our heart for 
the beauty of the divine likeness and humbly standing naked in its atelier, 
then by making one virtue after another come into flower and exalting the 
beauty of the soul 'from glory to glory' (2 Cor. 3:18), it depicts the divine 
likeness on the soul. Our power of perception shows us that we are being 
formed into the divine likeness; but the perfecting of this likeness we shall 
know only by the light of grace. For through its power of perception the 
intellect regains all the virtues, other than spiritual love, as it advances 
according to a measure and rhythm which cannot be expressed; but no one 
can acquire spiritual love unless he experiences fully and clearly the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit. If the intellect does not receive the 
perfection of the divine likeness through such illumination, although it 
may have almost every other virtue, it will still have no share in perfect 
love. Only when it has been made like God – in so far, of course, as this is 
possible – does it bear the likeness of divine love as well. In portraiture, 
when the full range of colors is added to the outline, the painter captures 
the likeness of the subject, even down to the smile. Something similar 
happens to those who are being repainted by God's grace in the divine 
likeness: when the luminosity of love is added, then it is evident that the 



image has been fully transformed into the beauty of the likeness. Love 
alone among the virtues can confer dispassion on the soul, for 'love is the 
fulfilling of the law' (Rom. 13:10). In this way our inner man is renewed day 
by day through the experience of love, and in the perfection of love it finds 
its own fulfillment. 

Troparia and Kontakia for December 1  
 

Resurrectional Troparion, tone 7 
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. / To the thief Thou didst open 
Paradise. / For the myrrh-bearers Thou didst change their lamentation 
into joy. / And Thou didst command Thine Apostles, O Christ God, / to 
proclaim that Thou art risen, / granting unto the world great mercy. 
 

St. Maximus, Troparion, tone 3 
By an outpouring of the Holy Spirit / thou didst pour forth Christ’s sacred teachings, / 
thou didst expound with Divine authority / the self-emptying of God the Word / and 
wast radiant in thy confession of the True Faith:/ O, Glorious Father Maximus / pray to 
Christ our God / to grant us His great mercy. 
 

St. Philaret the Merciful, Troparion, tone 4 
Emulating Abraham in faith / and following Job in patience, / O father 
Philaret, thou didst distribute the blessings of the earth to the needy / 
and didst manfully endure the lack thereof. / Wherefore, Christ our 
God, the Judge of the contest, / hath crowned thee with a diadem of 
light // Him do thou entreat that our souls be saved.   

Resurrectional Kontakion, tone 7 
The dominion of death can no longer hold men captive, / for Christ 
descended, shattering and destroying its powers. / Hell is bound, while 
the prophets rejoice and cry: / the Savior hath come to those in faith. / 
Enter, ye faithful, into the Resurrection. 
 

St. Maximus, Kontakion tone 8 Serbian Melody 
Let us the faithful praise with fitting hymns / that lover of the Holy Trinity, great 
Maximus, / who clearly taught the divinely-given Faith: / that we should give glory 
unto Christ our God, / Who, but one person, hath in very truth / two natures, wills, and 
energies. / Let us cry to him: // Rejoice, divine herald of the Faith. 
 

St. Philaret the Merciful, Kontakion, tone 3 
Truly seen is thy most excellent commerce / and judged to be wise by 
all the divinely wise, / for thou didst forgive transitory debts, / seeking 
that which is exalted and everlasting. / Wherefore thou hast acquired 
eternal glory as is meet, // O merciful Philaret. 

 

 “It is not he who begins well who is perfect. It is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” St. Basil the Great 


