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Bullet in for Sunday, December 29 th,  2019 
 

 
 

December 29th Sunday tone 3 Sunday after Nativity 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Church School, Coffee Hour 
1:30 p.m. Vespers 

 

December 30th Monday 
6:00 a.m. Matins, Confession 
5:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 

 

December 31st Tuesday Leavetaking of Nativity 
6:00 a.m. Matins 
7:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
5:00 p.m. Little Vespers, Confession 
10:00 p.m. All-Night Vigil 

 

January 1st Wednesday St. Basil, Circumcision of the Lord 
3:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
7:00 p.m. Vespers, Confession 
 

January 2nd Thursday St. Seraphim of Sarov 
6:00 a.m. Matins 
7:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

January 3rd Friday  
6:00 a.m. Royal Hours 
 

January 4th Saturday  
5:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 

 

January 5th Sunday tone 4 Sunday before Theophany 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Great Blessing of Water 
6:00 p.m. Vigil, Confession 
 

 
 

St. Diodochus: 100 Chapters on Spiritual Knowledge & Discrimination  
 

96. Those who love the pleasures of this present life pass from evil 
thoughts to actual sins. Since they lack discrimination, they turn almost all 
their sinful thoughts into wicked words or unholy deeds. Those, on the 
other hand, who are trying to pursue the ascetic life, struggle first against 
external sins and then go on to struggle against evil thoughts and malicious 
words. So when the demons find such people cheerfully abusing others, 
indulging in idle and inept talk, laughing at the wrong time, uncontrollably 
angry or desiring vain and empty glory, they join forces to attack them. 
Using love of praise in particular as a pretext for their evil (cont. p. 3) 



Announcements for December 29 
 

To Our Visitors: Welcome! Please join us after the service for 
coffee, food, and conversation. If you would, fill out a visitor’s card 
for us and leave it in the basket on the candle table by the door. We 
also invite you to go first through the line at Coffee Hour. 
 

To All: Please be aware that Holy Communion is open only to 
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves for worthy 
participation in the Mystery through prayer, fasting, and a recent 
confession to a priest (within the last month or so). 
 

Temple Oil given for the health and salvation of Viola Frederick.  
 

Many Years to the Newly Illumined David, Samuel, Aaron, Lucy, 
Anna, Mary, Sarah, Rachel! 
 

Congratulations to the Skeltons on the birth of their son, 
Alexander James. 
 

The Special Offering this week is for Nativity Monastery. 
 

No Classes this Week. Classes will resume next week. 
 

An All-Night Vigil for the Feast of St. Basil to pray in the New 
Year will be held December 31 starting at 10:00 p.m.  
 

The New Year is a good time to make a beginning of good. Even 
just one or two changes can make a big difference over the course of 
a year. Give this some thoughtful prayer before Wednesday. 
 

Tithes, Offerings & Attendance: Bringing our tithes and 
offerings to the temple of God is part of our worship of God and 
supports our efforts to proclaim the fullness of the Gospel of Christ 
in Denton through the establishment of a permanent Orthodox 
parish and new missions in Denton County and north Texas. 
Checks should be made out to St. Maximus Orthodox Church and 
placed in the slot in the candle table (or in the basket passed during 
service). There are also boxes for alms and our building fund. 
 
 

Last week, we gave $2023.24 in tithes and offerings; in December, 
we have given $10,686.33; our monthly budget is $16,084; (the 
money received above budget goes to the building fund). Candles 
$76.50 Special Offering for IOCC $151; building fund $1100. 
Attendance last week: Vigil 45, Liturgy 138. Please note: we do not 
report funds given electronically until the end of the month. 

 

Please Pray for our catechumens for our catechumens Robert 
Peterson, Makenna Baldwin, Mark Robertson, Mark Jones, Colby 
and Rebekah Meals and their children Caleb, Jacob, Joshua, Abigail, 
and Benjamin, and for our inquirers the Dean family and Robert 
Osborne. Pray for Joseph and Olga Fincher, who is seriously ill, for 

Eugene & Rachel Hollembeak, for Elizabeth Terry, for Anna 
Pascale, and Thomas Harper who is in South America.  
 

Upcoming Classes: Basics 101 on Sunday will begin on January 12. 
A class reading and discussing The Field by St. Ignatius 
Brianchaninov will be held Wednesdays at 6:00 starting January 8. 
Basics of Orthodoxy 301 will resume Friday, January 10. 
 

Pastoral Care: If you have a health emergency, are hospitalized, 
or having surgery (or know someone who is) and desire visitation; 
please contact Fr. Justin at (940) 293-3032 for prayer and anointing. 
 

Building Fund Watch 
“Establish Thou this holy house, even unto the consummation of the age.” 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
Building fund balance: $246,090. Goal: $300,000 by end of year. We 
may need to raise $500,000 before we start building per the current plan. 
With everyone pulling together, we can do this with God’s help and 
provision.  
 

From Saint Maximus 200 Chapters on Knowledge 
 

2.99 He who is a beginner on the spiritual way must not be brought 
to practice the commandments by kindness alone, but must more 
often be induced to continue the struggle by being rigorously 
reminded of God’s judgment, in this way he will not only be moved 
by love to desire what is divine, but will be moved by fear to avoid 
what is evil. For ‘I will sing to Thee, O Lord, of mercy and 
judgment’ (Ps. 101:1. LXX). He will sing to God charmed by love, 
and steeled by fear he will have strength for the song. 
2.100 He who through virtue and spiritual knowledge has brought 
his body into harmony with his soul has become a harp, a flute and a 
temple of God. He has become a harp by preserving the harmony of 
the virtues; a flute by receiving the inspiration of the Spirit through 
divine contemplation; and a temple by becoming a dwelling place of 
the Logos through the purity of his intellect. 

(cont. from front), schemes, the demons slip into the soul - as though 
through a window at night - and despoil it. So those who wish to 
live virtuously should not hanker after praise, be involved with too 
many people, keep going out, or abuse others (however much they 
deserve it), or talk excessively, even if they can speak well on every 
subject. Too much talk radically dissipates the intellect, not only 
making it lazy in spiritual work but also handing it over to the 
demon of listlessness, who first enervates it completely and then 
passes it on to the demons of dejection and anger. The intellect 
should therefore devote itself continually to keeping the holy 
commandments and to deep mindfulness of the Lord of glory. For it 
is written: 'Whoever keeps the commandment will know no evil 



thing' (Eccles. 8:5. LXX) - that is, will not be diverted to base 
thoughts or words. 
 

Troparia and Kontakia for December 29  
 

Resurrectional Troparion, Tone 3 
Let those in Heaven rejoice, / let those on Earth be glad; / for the Lord 
hath wrought a mighty act with His arm./ He hath trampled down death 
by death; / He hath become the first-born of the dead. 
/ He hath delivered us from the womb of hell, / and hath granted the 
world / great mercy. 
 

Nativity, Troparion, tone 4 
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God / hath shone upon the world the light of 
wisdom. / For by it, those who worshipped the stars / were taught by a 
star to adore Thee, / the Sun of Righteousness, / and to know Thee, the 
Orient from on high. // O Lord, glory to Thee! 
 

Righteous Ones, Troparion, tone 2 
O Joseph, proclaim glad tidings to David, the ancestor of God, / for 
thou hast seen a Virgin give birth; / with the shepherds, thou didst give 
glory; / with the magi thou didst worship; / by an Angel thou wast 
instructed. / Entreat Christ God, that He save our souls. 
 

Righteous Ones, Kontakion, tone 3 
Today the godly David is filled with gladness, / and Joseph offereth 
praise with James. / They rejoice, receiving a crown through their 
kinship with Christ; / and they laud Him who hath ineffably been born 
on earth, // and cry aloud: “O Compassionate One, save those who 
honor Thee!” 
 

Nativity, Kontakion, tone 3 (By St. Romanos the Melode) 
Today the Virgin giveth birth to the Transcendent One, / and the earth 
offereth a cave to the Unapproachable One!  / Angels with Shepherds 
glorify Him! / The wise men journey with the star: // since for our sake 
the eternal God was born as a little child! 
 

 

 “It is not he who begins well who is perfect. It is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” St. Basil the Great 


