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Bulletin for Sunday, December 6th, 2020 
 

 
 

December 6th Sunday St. Nicholas of Myra 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Coffee Hour 
3:00 p.m. Vespers 
 

December  7th Monday St. Ambrose of Milan 
3:00 p.m. Vespers 
 

December 8th Tuesday  
6:00 a.m. Matins 
3:00 p.m. Vespers 
 

December 9th Wednesday Conception of Theotokos 
6:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
6:00 p.m. Class: Gospel of John 
7:00 p.m. Vespers 

 

December 10th Thursday 
7:30 a.m. Matins 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (Memorial of Departed) 
4:00 p.m. Vespers 
 

December 11th Friday  
6:00 a.m. Matins 
6:00 p.m. Vespers 
7:00 p.m. Class: Basics of Orthodoxy 
 

December 12th Saturday St. Spyridon 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Coffee Hour 
5:00 p.m. Vigil 
 

December 13th Sunday St. Herman of Alaska 
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Coffee Hour 
 

 
 

Jean-Claude Larchet, the Fathers on Anger 
Man falls into the passion of anger though love of material goods 
and the pleasures they procure, and because he prefers them to 
spiritual goods and delights. . . . According to a classic ascetical 
understanding, there are three great categories of passions or three 
main types of attachment to sensible reality which can constitute a 
pretext for anger in man if he finds himself deprived of the pleasure 
they procure or threatened by their loss or hindered in their 
attainment: the attachment to food   (cont. on back) 



Announcements for December 6 

To Our Visitors: Welcome! Please join us after the service for 
coffee, food, and fellowship. If you would, fill out a visitor’s card for 
us and leave it in the basket on the candle table by the door.  
 

Temple Wine offered for the health and salvation Constantine. 
 

Attendance at Services: our attendance remains somewhat 
limited. Please email or text the priest if you desire to come to 
Liturgy on Sunday. As there is always room at Vespers, Matins and 
Liturgies during the week, feel free to attend  those services without 
special notice. Please pray faithfully at home: read Vespers Saturday 
evening, and the Hours and the Typica Sunday morning if you are 
not attending church that day, joining thereby with your brethren 
in spirit. 
 

The Special Offering today will be for our seminarians. 
 

Confession: All communicants should make a confession during 
the Nativity Fast. I plan to be gone three days, Dec 13-16, so take 
advantage of current opportunity and do not delay too long. 
 

Nativity Almsgiving: We are collecting the following items for 
our local Interfaith Ministries that helps those with basic material 
needs: travel-sized toiletries, diapers, laundry soap pods, toilet 
paper, non-perishable snack packs, copy paper. You may deposit 
such items in the box next to the piano. 
 

Classes this Week 
Wednesday: 6:00 p.m. Gospel of John, Chapter 4: Woman at the 

Well. 
Friday: 7:00 p.m. Basics of Orthodoxy: Image & Likeness 
 

The Nativity Fast: We abstain from meat, dairy, fish, wine, oil, 
(unless modifications are shown on the wall calendar) and marital 
relations in order to give ourselves to increased prayer, almsgiving, 
spiritual reading, repentance, and service to others as we pursue 
being filled more fully with Christ. If you have questions about the 
fast, please see your priest or confessor. 
 

Confession will be heard after Vespers and Vigil during the week 
(except Friday), or by appointment. 
 

Baptisms: The new Morris children will be baptized Friday, 
December 18; Mark Jones & Mark Robertson January 9. 
 

 

Tithes, Offerings & Attendance: Bringing our tithes and 
offerings to the temple of God is part of our worship of God and 
supports our efforts to proclaim the fullness of the Gospel of Christ 
in Denton through the establishment of a permanent Orthodox 
parish and new missions in Denton County and north Texas. 

Checks should be made out to St. Maximus Orthodox Church and 
placed in the slot in the candle table (or in the basket passed during 
service). There are also boxes for alms and our building fund. 
 
 

Last week, we gave $1023 in tithes and offerings; in November, we 
gave $12,500 with another $6500 electronically for a total of 
$19,000; candles $116.50, special offering for IOCC $62; special 
offering for building fund $2306; our monthly budget is $17,560; 
(the money received above budget goes to the building fund). May 
God bless you for your faithful giving! Please note: we do not report 
funds given electronically until the end of the month.  

 

Please Pray for our catechumens Makenna Baldwin, Mark 
Robertson, Mark Jones, Elizabeth Dakak, Robert Boguski, Branson 
Clements, and for our inquirers the Dean family, Kristen & 
Clementine Hatten, Robert Osborne, Rebekah Kruse, Drew 
(Andrew), Haydon Grosch, Ethan Peterson, Lance Rawlinson, 
Vincent, and Carter Sims. Pray for Thomas Harper who is in South 
America, and for Eugene & Rachel Hollembeak, and for all in need. 
 

Building Fund Watch 
“Establish Thou this holy house, even unto the consummation of the age.” 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
Building fund balance: $291,770.48.  

 

From Saint Maximus 400 Chapters on Love 
 

2.32 There are three things that impel us towards what is holy: 
natural instincts, angelic powers and probity of intention. Natural 
instincts impel us when, for example, we do to others what we 
would wish them to do to us (cf. Luke 6:31), or when we see 
someone suffering deprivation or in need and naturally feel 
compassion. Angelic powers impel us when, being ourselves 
impelled to something worthwhile, we find we are providentially 
helped and guided. We are impelled by probity of intention when, 
discriminating between good and evil, we choose the good. 
2.33 There are also three things that impel us towards evil: passions, 
demons and sinfulness of intention. Passions impel us when, for 
example, we desire something beyond what is reasonable, such as 
food which is unnecessary or untimely, or a woman who is not our 
wife or for a purpose other than procreation, or else when we are 
excessively angered or irritated by, for instance, someone who has 
dishonored or injured us. Demons impel us when, for example, they 
catch us off our guard and suddenly launch a violent attack upon us, 
stirring up the passions already mentioned and others of a similar 
nature. We are impelled by sinfulness of intention when, knowing 
the good, we choose evil instead. 
 



(continued from front) (the passion of gluttony); the attachment to 
money,  riches. and, more generally speaking, material objects 
(passions of love of money and greed); and the attachment to 
oneself (passions of vainglory and pride). 
 

Troparia and Kontakia for December 6 
 

Resurrectional Troparion, tone 1 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews / and the soldiers were 
guarding Thine immaculate body, / Thou didst rise on the third day, O 
Saviour, / granting life to the world. / The powers of heaven, therefore 
cried to Thee, O Giver of life: / Glory to the Resurrection, O Christ! / 
Glory to Thy Kingdom! / Glory to Thy dispensation, O only Lover of 
man. 
 

St. Nicholas, Troparion, tone 4 
Thou wast revealed to thy flock as a rule of faith, / an image of 
humility and a teacher of abstinence, / because of thy lowliness, the 
heights were opened to thee, / because of thy poverty, riches were 
granted to thee. / O holy Hierarch, Father Nicholas, / intercede with 
Christ our God // that our souls be saved. 
 

Resurrectional Kontakion, tone 1 
Thou hast risen from the grave as God in glory / and Thou didst raise 
the world with Thee, / and human nature hymneth Thee as God, / and 
death hath vanished. / Adam exulteth, O Master, / and Eve, delivered 
from her bondage, now rejoiceth, crying: / Thou, O Christ, / art He who 
granteth to all the Resurrection! 
 

St. Nicholas, Kontakion, tone 3 
In Myra, O holy one, / thou wast shown to be a performer of the sacred 
Mysteries, / for, fulfilling the Gospel of Christ, / thou didst lay down 
thy life for thy people, O venerable one, / and didst save the innocent 
from death. / Wherefore thou hast been sanctified // as a great initiate of 
the grace of God. 
 

 “It is not he who begins well who is perfect. It is he who ends well who 
is approved in God’s sight.” St. Basil the Great 


