
The Confessor ’s Tongue for June 9, A. D. 2019 
Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council: Seventh Sunday of Pascha 
In honor of St. Maximus the Confessor, whose tongue and right hand were cut off in an attempt by compromising 

authorities to silence his uncompromising confession of Christ’s full humanity & divinity. 
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The Sayings of St. Anthony the Great 28 
 

They said that a certain old man asked God to let him 
see the Fathers [in heaven], and he saw them all except 
Abba Anthony. So he asked his guide, ‘Where is Abba 

Anthony?’ He told him in reply that in the place where 
God is, there Anthony would be.  

Saying 28 Sayings of the Desert Fathers 
 

Commentary: Of course God is omnipresent, is 
everywhere, so what can this mean? How can there be 
places where God is and is not? God is everywhere, 
yet we do not everywhere perceive Him. Anthony 
apparently had reached the place where he could 
perceive God at all times, in all places; and that 
perception of God and His glory is so sweet to the 
soul of man that he desires nothing else, for nothing 
else compares to it 

Let us take another tack towards this matter. 
There is a ‘place’ were God’s presence and glory are 
fully manifested, so far as man can bear it, but not all 
attain that place. Many are saved in the end, though 
given Christ’s words about the “narrow way” that 
leads to life and “few there be that find it”, it seems 
that they are considerably fewer than those who take 
the broad path to destruction. But among those 
saved, the degree of glory, the degree of rewards, and 
the degree of closeness to God varies, depending on 
how they prepared ourselves in this life. Anthony 
prepared himself well and so was granted to be in 
God’s manifest presence always (‘in the place where 
God is’); others were saved but did not fully enjoy 
what Anthony did.  

The matter comes down to how much we love 
God (“if ye love Me, keep My commandments”). To 
the degree of our love will be our degree of our 
experience of Him.  

 
Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 

 

Devoting this seventh Sundayof Pascha to the 
memory of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical 
Council, the Holy Church sings: 

Let us, the pious assembly of true believers, celebrate 
today in prayerful memory the God-bearing Fathers 
from every part of the world who assembled in the 
brilliant city of the Nicaea. For these pious wise ones 
put down the godless teachings of the terrible Arius, 
and expelled him from the unity of the Catholic 
Church, and clearly taught everyone to profess their 
faith in the consubstantial and coeternal Son of God, 
existing before the ages, expressing this clearly in the 
symbol of faith. 
 

The heresy of Arius was one of the most 
destructive heresies. It denied the divinity of the Son 
of God, which is the main doctrine of Christianity on 
which all our faith and the whole Church of Christ is 
founded. Christ’s being of the same essence with the 
Father provides the unique basis for all hope of our 

salvation. This allows Him to reveal God to us in 
Himself; it allows Him to say “If you’ve seen me, 
you’ve seen the Father.” The Holy Fathers at the First 
Ecumenical Council laid down the Orthodox teaching 
in opposition to Arius’ error, establishing it 
universally. And the Holy Church glorifies these same 
Holy Fathers of Nicaea on the Sunday after the 
Ascension because the most glorious Ascension of the 
Lord serves as clear proof of the inseparable 
connection of the two natures in Jesus Christ, the 
divine and the human. 

 
Holy Pentecost—Holy Trinity 

 

Next Sunday, the eighth Sunday of Pascha, we 
celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, one of the Twelve 
Great Feasts, on which we celebrate the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the Holy Apostles, as recorded 
in the second chapter of Acts. By this the Church is 
established and empowered to proclaim the Gospel to 
the world. 

Pentecost for the Jews was one of the three great 
annual feasts (Exodus. 23:14, 16, 17; Deut. 16:16). By 
the day of Pentecost the Jews had finished the 
harvest, which began with the feast of Passover, 
according to that, the fiftieth day after the first day of 
Passover was actually the feast of the ending of the 
harvest, in which under the law they should offer to 
God a thanksgiving sacrifice from fruits of the earth. 
(Exodus. 23:16; Num. 28:26). Over time this feast 
began to incorporate and commemorate the giving of 
the Sinai law received by the Hebrews within 50 days 
after their exodus from Egypt. For the Jews this feast 
was solemn and joyful (Deut. 16:11), and for this feast 
they flocked to Jerusalem in great numbers. Each of 
them considered it a sacred duty to visit the Holy 
City, in order to bring the sacrifice from the gathered 
harvest in gratitude to God, established by the law, 
(Lev. 23:17, 30), and it was considered obligatory not 
only for Palestinian Jews, but also for those outside of 
Palestine living in countries all over in the then 
known world. Therefore in Jerusalem for the feast of 
Pentecost it was possible to meet those who arrived 
from Rome, Egypt, Crete, Mesopotamia, from all 
areas of Asia Minor and Western Asia, from "all of 
the people under Heaven ", not only Jews, but also 
proselytes, i.e. those converted from paganism (Acts 
2:5, 9:11, 20:16). 

The sending down of the Holy Spirit to earth is so 
great a gift that it includes everything within it for the 
Christian. Without the enlightenment of the Holy 
Spirit we would not even receive the clear knowledge 
of the actions of the Son of God Himself on earth. 
Without the co-activity of the Holy Spirit the 
preaching of the Gospel would not have spread so 
quickly in the world, due to the many obstacles, 
insurmountable for the ordinary power of man. 
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Without the life-creating Holy Spirit even the faithful 
in the name of Jesus Christ would be dead spiritually. 
We have the Word of God because the Holy Spirit 
spoke through the prophets and the apostles. 
Everyone entering into the holy society of the Church 
receives the rebirth into the new spiritual life, because 
the Holy Spirit, once having been poured out, 
permanently remains in the Church of Christ. 

Three times Christ gave the Holy Spirit to the 
disciples: it is implicit before His suffering (Mt. 
10:1,20), it is clearer after His Resurrection through 
breathing (John 20:22), and now He has sent Him in 
essence; it is better (to say), He Himself has 
descended, more perfectly enlightening and 
illuminating them, and through them converting all 
the ends of the world.  

But we must not represent this descent of the 
Holy of Spirit anthropomorphically. The Holy Spirit, 
as God, is omnipresent. He has no place from which 
to descend and nowhere to go. He is everywhere and 
fills all things. To descend, to come may be only a 
limiting of the essence, but not of God. All these 
expressions, as St. Chrysostom notes, are used about 
God according to need, for in human language there 
are no words for expressing Divine actions in their 
very essence. All these expressions mean nothing 
other than the new appearance of the power of God, 
the special revelation of His presence. Where the 
power of God opens itself, where He perceptibly 
appears as His presence, there, according to our weak 
understanding and still weaker expression, it is as if 
God comes. 

So, the descent of the Holy Spirit on the 
Apostles, actually speaking, is not the descent of the 
Spirit on them, but the appearance of His power in 
them, opening in them His special presence. 

The Holy Spirit also acted before in human 
generation. The Holy Spirit, as the Church wisely 
sings, "always was, and is, and will be". He was even in 
the Old Testament, in the patriarchs, in the prophets 
and in any pure soul; without Him no truly good work 
was ever accomplished. 

But the appearance of His power in the apostles 
was most crucial and beneficial for the entire human 
race. In the eternal council of God concerning the 
salvation of the race of man it is necessary, that the 
Son of God, after the fulfillment of his most 
magnificent work on earth, has risen to Heaven and 
that, according to the departure of the Savior to 
Heaven, the Holy Spirit has come to make what was 
begun by the Savior, to enable the apostles to preach 
the Gospel to the whole world, to prepare the hearts 
of the people for the acceptance of the Gospel 
message, to instill in their life service to the 
Redeemer, to inform them of a new spiritual force in 
the fulfillment of a new law of grace, is briefly: to 
enable the human race make those Divine Gifts their 
own, which they acquired by the suffering of the Son 
of God. 

Therefore the descent of the Holy Spirit on the 
Apostles is His solemn entrance to the high post of 

Consecrator of the sinful human race. It is a solemn 
sanctification of a new, worldwide, eternal Church; 
after this sanctification the Consecrator already began 
to visibly and continually act in it. And by this fact 
alone it reveals how important and beneficial the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles is for the 
entire human race. If He did not descend upon them, 
the work of our Savior would remain unfinished, the 
Apostles would not be able to preach about Him to 
the entire world, the world would not know their 
Savior, there would not be a Christian faith in the 
world and all of us would remain in the darkness of 
idol worship.  

This feast is also called Trinity Day, because the 
appearance of the Holy Spirit has revealed to the 
people in a very clear light, how necessary the mystery 
of the Holy Trinity was for them and therefore, even 
for the Holy Church, teaching us "in the Orthodox 
way" piously to confess the All-holy Trinity, for on 
this day in its prayers and hymns it honors and praises 
all three Persons of the Holy Trinity, who 
participated in the descent of the Holy Spirit: God 
the Father, who sent the Holy Spirit, God the Son 
Jesus Christ, who entreats the Father to send the 
Holy Spirit, and God the Holy Spirit, who descended 
appearing as fiery tongues. 

 
On the Perfection Human Beings Can Achieve 

St. Nicodemos of Athos (+1809) 
All the saved ones may be divided into six ranks 

and orders. And the first rank is when somone for the 
fear of God and hell, keeps some of the divine 
commandments like a slave; and the second rank is 
when someone keeps the Master’s commandments 
for the reward of the Kingdom of Heaven, as a paid 
servant; the third rank is when someone keeps the 
Lord’s commandments and only for the sake of God’s 
love, as a friend; and the fourth and superior rank is 
when someone reaches the point of becoming a son 
or daughter of God according to grace to whom the 
inheritance of the Kingdom of God is given according 
the apostolic saying, “If a son, than an heir of God” 
(Galatians 4:7). The fifth and higher rank is when 
someone becomes worthy to become a brother of 
Christ, and for this brotherhood, becomes with 
Christ an inheritor of the Kingdom of God in 
accordance with the Apostles’ saying, “The heirs of 
God, but also co-heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17). 
Most high of all the ranks is when someone becomes 
worthy to become mother of Christ in accordance 
with the word of Christ Himself, who said, “Here are 
my mothers and my brothers: whoever does the will 
of my heavenly Father is my brother, my sister, my 
mother” (Matthew 12:49-50). 

 

Upcoming Events 2019 
15 June Vigil for Pentecost, 5:00 p.m. 
16 June Pentecost: Liturgy (9:00 a.m.) & Vespers 
(5:00 p.m.) with Kneeling Prayers 

21 June: Fast-Free Friday Game Night & Cookout 6:00 

 

Glory be to God in all things! 


