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The	First	Hours
What	to	do,	and	what	to	say,	when	someone	dies	at	home.

I F 	 Y O U 	 A R E 	 T O L D 	 T H E 	 B O D Y 	 M U S T 	 G O 	 T O 	 A 	 F U N E R A L 	 H O M E

No	Texas	law	requires	a	family	to	surrender	a	body	to	a	funeral	home.	A	family	may	handle	every	part	of	disposition,	from	death	through
burial,	without	a	funeral	director.
This	is	the	stated	position	of	the	Texas	Funeral	Service	Commission	in	its	consumer	brochure,	Facts	About	Funerals.	Ask	the	official	to	name	the	statute	they	are
relying	on.	Keep	the	brochure	on	your	phone:	tfsc.texas.gov	→	Consumer	Information.

NOT	REQUIRED	IN	TEXAS

Embalming,	in	ordinary	circumstances
A	funeral	director	or	funeral	home

A	casket	—	a	shroud	is	lawful
A	vault	or	outer	container	(cemetery	policy,	not	law)
A	burial-transit	permit	for	in-state	burial

DO	NOT	SKIP

Certification	of	cause	of	death
Report	of	death	within	24	hours

Cooling	past	the	24-hour	mark
Death	certificate	within	10	days
A	permit	if	leaving	Texas,	using	a	common	carrier,	or	cremating

Immediately Certification	of	death.	Then	custody.	Then	cooling.

24	hours Report	of	death	filed	with	local	registrar.	Preservation	requirement	begins.

5	days Certifier	completes	the	medical	portion	of	the	certificate.

10	days Death	certificate	filed	with	the	local	registrar.

48	hours Minimum	wait	before	cremation,	if	cremating.

FILL	THIS	IN	BEFORE	YOU	NEED	IT

Designated	agent 	

Successor	agent 	

Certifying	physician	/
hospice 	

County	local	registrar 	

Cemetery	contact 	

Funeral	home	(limited
services) 	

Dry	ice	source 	

Priest	/	clergy 	

General	information	only	—	not	legal	advice.	Verify	with	the	Texas	Funeral	Service	Commission,	your	county	local	registrar,	or	a	Texas	attorney	before	relying	on	any	of	it.	Authorities:	Tex.
Health	&	Safety	Code	§§711.002,	193.002,	193.003	·	25	Tex.	Admin.	Code	§§181.2,	181.4	·	Tex.	Occ.	Code	ch.	651	·	16	C.F.R.	pt.	453.	Revised	July	2026.

Call	the	certifier,	not	a	funeral	home.
Expected	death:	the	attending	physician	or	hospice.	Unexpected,	unattended,	or	non-natural:	the	medical	examiner	or	justice	of	the	peace.	Cause	of	death	must	be	certified
by	someone	licensed	to	do	it	—	this	step	cannot	be	skipped.

1

Take	custody.
Once	death	is	certified,	the	person	with	the	right	to	control	disposition	may	claim	the	body.	Have	photo	ID	and	the	notarized	agent	appointment	in	hand.

2

Start	cooling	immediately.
Dry	ice	or	frozen	gel	packs	under	the	torso,	on	a	firm	surface,	in	the	coolest	room.	Past	24	hours	the	law	requires	34–40°F,	embalming,	or	a	sealed	container.

3

File	the	report	of	death	within	24	hours.
To	the	local	registrar	of	the	district	where	the	death	occurred.	A	copy	of	it	is	your	legal	authority	to	transport	the	body	anywhere	in	Texas.

4

File	the	death	certificate	within	10	days.
The	local	registrar	files	it	in	TxEVER	on	the	family's	behalf,	acting	in	the	funeral	director's	place.
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